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1 
This invention relates fo a protective molding 
for covering the trim strip of an automobile door 
to eliminate wear on the surface of the trim strip. 
It is a well'-known practice for motorists to 
drive in a position with the left arm resting on 5 
the bottom trim strip of a door opening. Con- 
stant engagement of the arm on the surface of 
the trim strip, and perspiration from the arm 
causes rapid deterioration of the decorative fin- 
ish on the trim strip, resulting in a bad appear- ] 0 
ance of the trim strip within a very short period 
of time. 
Also, as any motorist knows, the metal trim 
molding around the opening in an automobile 
door becomes extremely hot in the summertLme 
so that for relatively long periods of rime it is 
extremely uncomfortable, if not impossible to test 
a bare arm on the trim molding of the car door. 
It is therefore an object of this invention to 
provide a molding strip that can be placed upon 20 
the metal trim molding strip along the lower edge 
of a window opening of a car door to protect the 
surface of the trim molding. 
It is stfll another object of the invention to 
provide a molding strip that can be placed upon 2..5 
the trim strip along the loweï edge of a window 
opening of a car door without in any way dis- 
rupting the structure of the trim strip. 
It is still another object of the invention to 
provide a protective molding strip in accordance 
with the foregoing objects that is provided with 
means for !ocking the protective molding strip 
onto the trim strip of the car door, and which 
locking means is integral with the protective 
molding strip. 35 
It is still another object of the invention to pro- 
vide a protective molding strip in accordance with 
the foregoing objects wherein the strip is con- 
structed of a transparent material to make 
conspicuous when in place on the trim strip of a 40 
car door. 
Further objects and advantages will become ap- 
parent from the drawings and the following de- 
scription. 
In the drawings: 45 
Figure 1 is a perspective elevational view of an 
automobile car door having the protective mold- 
ing strip of this invention mounted on the bottom 
strip of the window opening of the car door. 50 
Figure 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view 
along line 2--2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is an end elevational view of the pro- 
tective molding strip of this invention. 
Figure 4 is a perspective elevational view of the 55 
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face side of the protective molding strip of this 
invention. 
In Figure 1 there is fllustrated a protective 
molding strip |D that is mounted on the decora- 
rive trLm strip | | that extends along the bottom 
edge of the window opening | 
The car door |3 has the usual vent-pane |4. 
The protective molding strip |0 as more par- 
ticularly shown in Figures 3 and 4, consists of a 
curved body portion 2| that includes an upper 
horizontal run 22 and a vertical run 23 which 
follows the contour of the decorative trim strip 
| | of the automobile car door. 
The. horizontal run -2 of the molding strip |0 is 
provided with a short vertical run 24 from which 
there depends a series of vertically positioned legs 
25. Each of the legs 2, which are substantialiy 
parallel to the vertical run 23, is provided with an 
inwardly turned ear 20 that is substantially par- 
allel with the horizontal run 22. 
The vertical run 23 of the molding strip |0 is 
provided with an edge 27 that is turned inwardly 
toward the legs 25, and is substantially parallel 
with the horizontal run -2. This edge 27 is pro- 
vided with a vertical edge 2 that is substantially 
parallel with the vertical run 23 and extends up- 
wardly a short distance from the edge 
The trim strip || of the car door is diagram- 
matically illustrated in Figure 3 by means of 
the dot-dash lines. It will be noted that the 
ears 20 on the legs 25 engage the bottom edge 30 
of the trim strip to lock the molding strip onto the 
trim strip. Also, the edge 25 locks behind the 
lower edge of the trim strip || to thereby hold 
the molding strip onto the trim strip. 
In Figure 2 there is illustrated in more detail 
the construction of the car door |3 that consists 
f an outer body panel 40 and an in_ner body panel 
4|. The glass pane 2 of the window opening is 
slidable between the protective felt strips 4 and 
44. The protective strip 43 is attached to the 
outer door panel 40 by means of wire staples 
that pass through the door panel 40. Similarly, 
the protective strip 44 is attached to the trim 
strip | | by means of the wire stples 40. These 
wire staples 6 are placed periodically along the 
length of the trim strip | | to hold the felt pro- 
tective strip  in place on the trim strip | |. 
The trim strip || is secured to the door panel 
4 | by means of screws in any well-known manner. 
When the protective molding strip 2 is placed 
onto the trim strip | |, the legs 25 of the molding 
strip are placed between adjacent wire staples 
40 so that the leg 2 can pass downwardly between 
the vertical depending edge 30 of the trim strip 
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and the protective felt strip 44. The ear 26 on 
the leg 2§ will snap beneath the lower edge of 
the edge strip 0 and thereby lock the leg 25 in 
position between the trim strip  and the pro- 
tective strip 44. 
The lower edge 27 of the protective strip J0 
]S thon snapped over the lower edge 8 of the trim 
strip l to lock the lower edge of the molding 
strip onto the trim strip J. The edge 28 is re- 
tained between the inner face of the trim strip 
 t and the upholstery material 9 provided on the 
inside surface of the inner door panel 4 . 
Preferably, the molding strip 0 is constructed 
of a transparent material such as a transparent 
plastic material so that the molding strip wîll 
be inconspicuous when applied to the trim Strip O n 
the inside of the automobile body. Thus, the 
decorative scheme of the interior of the automo- 
bile will hot be disrupted, since many of them 
now have simulated wood grain on the trim strips 
of the car body. Howeve, if desired, the protec- 
tive molding strip could be ruade in any suitable 
color. Also, since the protecfive molding stlp 9 
is preferably ruade of plastic material, it will net 
be as hot to the t0uch as would a metal trim 
strip. 
A]So, preferably, the protective molding strip 
8 is ruade from a themnoplastic material to 
prevent softening of the material when heated, 
and to prevbnt any subsantial change in the 
contoured shai)e of thë protective molding strip. 
If desired, the vertical run 2 of the moldîng 
strip  can be bowed inwardly, that is, toward 
the legs 25, to provide a slight sping" te the 
molding Strip s0 that when if is applied fo the 
trim strip it will hug the contour closely. 
While the device disclosed and described here- 
in illustrates a preferred form of the invention, 
yet it will be understood that if is capable of 
modification without departing from the spirit 
of the invention, and that those modifications 
that fall within the scope of the appended claires 
are intended to be included herein. 
Hsving thus fully descgibed my invention, what 
I ciaire as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 
1. In combination, automobile car door com- 
prising, an 0uter door panel having a window 
opening therein, an inner door panel having a 
corresponding Window opening therein and 
spaced frein the ouer door panel, a window glass 
movable vërtically between said pane]s, a trn 
molding positioned around the window opeiling 
of said inner door panel including a lower hori- 
zontal run, a resilient bumper strip between said 
window glass and the horizontal run of said 
trim molding and attached to said trim molding 
by fastening means placed periodically along 

4 
the length of said bumper strip, and a protec- 
tire molding strip formed substantially to the 
contour of the horizontal run of said trim mold- 
ing, said protective molding strip including a 
5 plurality of projecting leg portions along one edge 
thereof positioned between said trim molding and 
said bumper strip and between said fastening 
means and including projection means at the 
opposite edge of the protective molding strip 
10 engaging the opp0site edge of said trim molding 
whereby to retain said protective molding strip 
in position on said trim molding. 
2. In combination, an automobile car door 
comprising, an outer door panel having a window 
15 opening therein, an inner door panel having a 
corresponding window opeiling therein and 
spaced from he outer door panel, a window glass 
movable vertically between said pane]s, a trim 
moldin6 positioned arou-nd the window opening 
20 of said inner door panel  including a lower hori- 
zontal run, a resilient bumper strip between said 
window glass and the horizontal run of said trim 
molding and attached to said trim molding by 
fastening means placed periodically along the 
25 length of said bumper strip, and a protective 
molding strip formed substantially L-shaped in 
transverse cross-section and consisting of a 
smooth horizontal run and a smooth verti- 
cal run with the said runs joined by a curved 
30 portion on a substantially constant radius, the 
said formed strip including a plurality of 
projecting leg portions depending from the 
horizontal run disposed substantially parliel 
to the vertical run and positioned between 
35 the said trim molding and said bumper strip with 
the leg portions located between said fastening 
means, said strip further having a portion pro- 
jecting from the vertical run disposed substan- 
tia]ly parallel to the horizontal run and directed 
40 inwardly toward said leg portions and terminat- 
ing in a hooked portion extending t0ward thL horizontal run and d]sposed substantially par- 
allel with the vertical run with the said hooked 
portion wrapping around the lower edge of the 
45 trim molding, whereby said molding strip is 
retained in position on said trim moldiïg. 
HOWARD A. JACOBS. 
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